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Winter seems to hold more mysteries than any other 
season. It changes the behavior of wildlife and also brings about 
drastic changes in plant life. This unit, designed around the 
following two ideas: (1) to develop an appreciation and understanding 
of the winter season and (2) to understand how plants and wildlife 
are affected by the winter season, attempts to provide a study of the 
w5.nter season on a level that special education students can 
understand. The activities are aimed at level II and III educable 
mentally retardea special education classes. There are four topics: 
(1> The Season of Winter, (2) Wildlife in winter, (3) Field 
Trip— Plants in the Winter, and (U) wildlife in Winter— A 
Continuation of Topic 2. For each topic there are behavioral 
objectives, student activities, and teacher suggestions. The number 
in parentheses by the activity number indicates the objectives the 
activity helps develop. The unit also includes goals and objectives, 
an objective summary sheet, a unit time line, a materials sheet, and 
18 appendixes which contain various teaching aids related to the 
activities. (TK) 
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The work presented or reported herein was performed pursuant to a grant from the 
United States Office o£ Education. However, the opinions and material expressed 
, herein do not necessarily reflect the position or policy of the U. S. Office of 
Education, and no official endorsement by the U. S. Office of Education should 
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Foreword 



Tho xdnter aoason 8«er»s to hold nort^ mystfirios titan any other season. Uhen 
winter is nontionod, on(^ au'wM'utically thinks of cold weather, slt?tJt, ice, and 
snov. Ikit winter Is more, than this. It chanr,ea t!ie behavior of wildlife and 
also brings about drastic changos in plant life. 

The majority of children seo a areat deal of plants and wildlife durinR the 
sprin£»,, sumpier, and fall seasons j liowover, when the winter weather sets in these 
8«»ocj to be for[>otten. Children need to bo riade aware of the affects of winter on 
plant life and to study the balance of nature during the winter. 

This unit is dcaiRned to provide study of the winter season on a level that 
special education students can understand. The activities arc aimed at level II 
and III educable mentally retarded special education classes. There are four 
topics; 1) The Season of Uinter; 2) Wildlife in tJintcr; 3) Field Trip - Plants 
in the Winter; and A) Wildlife in Winter - A Continuation of Topic 2. 

For each topic there are behavioral objfictivos, student activities, and teacher 
suRsestions. The numbers in parentheses by the activity number indicate the 
objectives the activity helps dwelop. Teaching aids are located in the Appendix. 

A variety of activities are given for each objective. It is not expected that 
every activity will need to be used to achieve a specific objective. The variety 
exists so that teachers may select the activities that are appropriate for indi- 
vidual students and th*;ir specific class. Teachers should feel free to modify or 
substitute activities to accomplish the objectives of the unit. Some objectives 
are more difficult than others. Teo.chera may select and teach those objectives 
in the unit that fit their class. Those objectives taught can be evaluated by 
pre and post tests developed for the unit. 
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Coals aivi Objectives 

Goals J 1) To (lovolop an appreciation and understanding of tho winter season. 

2) To understand how plants and wildlife are affected by the winter season. 



Bahavioral Objectivosi 



1. Civen four choices, 75:? of the students will select "A" as the number 
of seasons in a year. 

2. Given the sftatcMcnt ''The seasonr. of the year are spring, summer, 
fall, and winter," 75^ of the students vjill indicate that this is a 
true statement. 

3. Given four choices » 30% of the students w5.i: select "December, Jan- 
uary, February, llarch" as the uonths during which the wintor season 
occurs. 

A. From a list of four different temperature readings, 60% of the students 
will indicate that a 90 reading would not be likely to occur during 
the V7inter season. 

5. IJhen given the mouths of April, July, September, and January, 50% of 
the students x^ill indicate that a 10° temperature would most likely 
occur during January. 

6. Given the months of May, August, September, and February, 35% of the 
students will indicate that February has shorter days. 

7. Given four choices, 75% of the students will selecf. "grows a heavy 
coat of fur'' as a way that some animals prepare for winter. 

8. Given four choices, 75% of the students will select "migrate" as the 
thing that some birds do as the V7lnter season approaches. 

9. Given four choices, 75% of the students will select 'rabbit" as an 
- - animal that does not hibernate during the winter. 



10. Given four choices, 50% of the students will indicate that hiber- 
nating animals get ready for winter by eating a lot of food. 

11. Given four choices, 50% of the students will select "moving from one 
area to another ' as the choice that describes migration. 

12. Given four choices, 50% of the students will indicate that some animals 
hibernate during the winter months because there is a shortage of food. 

13. Given four choices, 50% of the students will select "grass" as a 
plant that does not die in the winteru 



14. 



Given four choices, 50% of the students will indicate that the main 
reason many trees do not grow much during the x^inter is because they 
lose their leaves. 



BEST COPY WMJIBLE 

Goals and Objectivea (cont'd) 



15. Given four choices, 30^ of tho students will select "evergreen" as 
the kind of trees that do not lose their leaves during the x^inter. 

le. Given four choices, 50% of th'» students will select "decay and f.ura 
into soil ' as the thins that happens to plants that die durins the 
winter . 

17. ^^Iven four choices, 50% of the students will select "presence of 
buds" as a way of telling that trees are alive during the winter. 

10. Given four choices, 35% of the students will Indicate that a plant 
that produces seeds then diefs each year is called an annual plant. 

19. IHien given a choice of four seasons, 60% of the students will indi- 
cate that winter is the hardest season for wildlife. 

20. Given four choices, 50% of the students will indicate that snow is 

a special hardship on some kinds of wildlife because it covers their 
food supply. 

21. Given four choices, 75% of the students will select "grasshoppers" 
as the insect that will die because of cold weather. 

22. Given four choices, 50% of the students will select "beetle" as the 
insect that will sleep through the winter. 



23. 



Given four choices, 75% of the students will indicate that people can 
help birds in the winter by putting out food. for them. 
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Unit Time Line 



DAY 



Edfore the trip 



X AdMtnistQir pretcii; to students. 



Schedule all films that are to be used. 
Picpare flannel board for Activity #2. 
Begin study of unit. 

Contact Environnental Education office if thermometers are needed. 

Prepare duplicates of all graph work that is to be used. 

Contact project staff to set up a field trip date. 

LA Submit field trip request to buildln'* principal. Check with principal to 
see that all requirements for notification of parents have been fulfilled. 

7 Ileet with program specialist to go over field trip details. 

1 Contact program specialist to affirm readiness for trip on the following 
day. Give students the instructions they will need to be fully prepared 
for the trip. Remember the weather may be cold! 

0 Field Trip. 
After the trip 

1 Besin follow-up study. 

Prepare for plant and animal reports. 

Prepare duplicates lor Activity #21. 

Prepare questions for Activity //2A. See Appendix XIV. 

Complete unit study. 

Administer posttest to students. 

I'ill out Teacher's Unit Fvaluation and submit to protjram specialist. 
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